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is a law that he who lives by the sword shall die by the sword. In Japan, where there exists a large armed class over whom there is practically little or
no control, party and clan broils, and single quarrels ending in bloodshed and death, are matters of daily occurrence. Swords are handed down as
heirlooms from father to son, and become almost a part of the wearer s own self. lyeyasu, the founder of the last dynasty of Shoguns, wrote in his
Legacy,15 a code of rules drawn up for the guidance of his successors and their advisers in the government, The girded sword is the living soul of

the Samurai. In the case of a Samurai forgetting his sword, act as is appointed: it may not be overlooked. This is story of that bloodshed time of
Japan.
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