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Print on Demand *****.For more than twenty years Michael F. Holt has been considered one of the leading specialists in the political history of the
United States. Political Parties and American Political Development from the Age of Jackson to the Age of Lincoln is a collection of some of his more
important shorter studies on the politics of nineteenth-century America.The collection focuses on the mass political parties that emerged in the
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Know Nothing parties, as well as one on Abraham Lincoln s relationship with the congressional wing of the Republican party during the Civil War.
Almost all essays touch on the broad question of the role of partisan politics in explaining the outbreak of the war. Individual essays address the
following questions as well: What explains the birth and death of powerful third parties? What was the relationship among economic conditions,
party performance in office (especially legislative performance), and the mobilization of an unprecedented number of voters between 1836 and
1840? Why did the Whigs find it necessary to nominate military hero Zachary Taylor as their presidential candidate in 1848? What explains the death
of the Whig party? What role did ethnoreligious issues and the Know Nothing party play in the realignment of the 1850s and the ultimate triumph of
the Republican party? In what ways did the continuation of two-party competition after 1860 help the North win the Civil War?Most of the essays
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