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colonies, and commerce, no one will deny, that the inhabitants of the British islands owe their
wealth and prosperity, the government its preponderance and stability, and the imperial crown its
lustre. Whatever, therefore, tends to augment the numbers of our mercantile and warlike fleets, of
our seamen, and our traders; whatever can give increased extent, security, and value to our
colonies; whatever can promote the commercial Interests of the nation at large; must be an object
of the warm solicitude of every patriot statesman. It will be contended in these pages, that no
occurrence has for a series of years afforded so great an opening for enhancing these inestimable
privileges, for correcting the errors of former times, and for making ample and stable provision for
the future, than the result of the war, we are at present engaged in with the United States of
America; for by that, all former treaties, all impolitic concessions...
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